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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of {substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed"* and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 ,2,4-1 9 as originally filed 

3,3a as received on 28/01/1998 with letter of 23/01/1998 

Claims, No.: 

1-6 as received on 28/01/1998 with letter of 23/01/1998 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/2,2/2 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

Kl the description, pages: 3 
H the claims, Nos.: 1-10 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (tS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
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AD SECTION V 

1- INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

A disposable absorbent article is disclosed in EP-A-0337438 (D1), which is cited 
in the introduction of the.This document comprises all features contained in the 
preamble of claim 1. 

This article differs from the subject-matter of claim 1 only in the features contained 
in the characterising portion, in particular in that: 

"said wrapping elements are folded along a foldline into an In-use-position 
and are attached to garment facing surface of the main body portion." 

These additional features are not known from the prior artJn particular from D1 in 
which no attachment to the garment facing surface could be found. 
The other cited documents do not seem to be relevant. 

These additional features permit to provide a disposable absorbent article, which 
comprises side wrapping elements with improved functions in respect to soiling 
protection, convenience for the wearer, consistency of the crotch width of the 
article in use and maintains the comfort and non-irritation properties of the 
conventional side flaps. 

None of the available prior art discloses the combination of the features claimed in 
independent claim 1. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 would therefore appear to meet the requirements of 
articles 33.2 and 33.3 of PCT. 

2- DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6 

None of the available prior art discloses the features claimed in dependent claims 
2-6. 

The subject-matter of claims 2-6 would therefore appear to meet the requirements 
of articles 33.2 and 33.3 of PCT. 
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their predisposition) around the side edges of the crotch region of the 
undergarment 

EP-A-337438 discloses an attachnient means for sanitary napkins by which 
5 resilient hinges are introduced to clamp the side edge of a wearers 
undergarments. This system suffiers from the desire to resitiently attach the 
article to tf>e crotch portion of the undergarment and hence requiering a hinge 
material which lacks comfort and can cause chaffing or skin irritation to the 
wearer. 

WO-A-92/07537 discloses sanitary napkins or incontinence guards having flexible side flaps 
which are attached as separate pieces to the napkin or incontinence guard. 



EP-A-530 781 discloses absorbent articles such as sanitary napkins having a deformation 
resisting apparatus which apparatus comprises tabs. The apparatus including the tabs is 
attached to the article and is intended to clamb an undergarment between the tabs and 
other portions of the deformation resisting apparatus. 

EP-A-595 047 discloses a sanitary napkin with garment attachment panels. The garment 
attachment panels are provided separately and attached to the sanitary napkin. In addition 
they are designed so as to overlap and attach to each other in order to circumscribe the 
crotch portion of a sanitary napkin by mutual attachment. In this way they do not provide 
additional attachment and secure placement of the sanitary napkin within the undergarment. 

The present invention addresses the problems of various available versions of 
side wrapping elements and improves their function in respect to soiling 
protection, convenience for the wearer, consistency of the crot^ width of the 
article in use and maintains the comfort and non-irritation properties of the 
conventional skje flaps. 

Thus an objective of the present invention is to provide an at>sorbent article such 
as a sanitary napkin which is provided with an attemative to conventional side 
flaps by having a predisposition towards the in*use*position of the side flaps. It is 
another objective of the present invention to provide sanitary napkins with a 
defined crotch width after appiicatton to an undeigarment indeperxient of the 
various dimensions of undergarments and/or habits of wearers. 

These and other objectives of the present invention will be more readily apparent 
when considered in reference with the following description and when taken in 
conjunctk>n with the accompanying drawings. 
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SUMt^RY OF THE tNVENTIQN 
The present invention relates to disposable absorbent articles for wearing in the 
crotch portion of an undergarment, in particular to sanitary napkins or pantiiiners 
or adult continents inserts. The crotch portion of an undergamrwnt comprises 
side edges which form part of the leg opening of the undergarment. The 
absorbent articles according to the present invention have a longitudinal and a 
transverse axis and comprise a main body portion which has longitudinal side 
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Claims 

1) Disposable absorbent article (20) for wearing in the crotch portion of an 
undergarment, said crotch portion comprising side edges which form part of the leg opening 
of said undergarment, said article (20) having a longitudinal axis (L) and a transverse axis 
(T), said article compriising a main body portion (21) having longitudinal side edges (23) 
substantially extending parallel to said longitudinal axis (L) and having transverse side 
edges (22) substantially extending parallel to said transverse axis (T). said main body 
portion (21) further having a wearer facing surface and a garment facing surface, and said 
article composing side wrapping elements (50) having an in-use-position in which said side 
wrapping elements (50) wrap said side edges of said crotch portion, said side wrapping 
elements (50) are integral with said main body portion (21), said article (20) being 
characterised in that said side wrapping elements (50) are folded along a foldline (25) into 
said in-use-position and said side wrapping elements (50) are attached to said garment 
facing surface of said main body portion to provide a predisposition of said side wrapping 
elements (50) to assume said in-use-position. 

2) Disposable absorbent article (20) according to claim 1 characterised in that said side 
wrapping elements (50) are attached to said garment facing surface along a longitudinal 
line (27) over a length of not more than 50% of the length of said foldline (25). 

3) Disposable absorbent article (20) according to claim 2 characterised in that said 
longitudinal line of attachment (27) has a midpoint which is not more than 10mm from the 
midpoint of said foldline (25). 

4) Disposable absorbent article (20) according to claim 1 characterised in that said main 
body portion (21) comprises a topsheet (38) which provides said wearer facing surface, and 
a backsheet (40) which provides said garment facing surface, and said side wrapping 
elements (21) comprise integral extensions of said topsheet (38) and said backsheet (40) 
and said side wrapping elements (21) are folded along a foldline (25) into said in-use- 
position and said side wrapping elements (50) are attached to said main body portion (21) 
along the common portion of said longitudinal side edges (23) of said main body portion (21) 
and the side wrapping elements (50). said common portion being at least partially between 
said foldline (25) and said longitudinal axis (L). 
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5) Disposable absorbent article (20) according to claim 4 characterised in that the 
material between said longitudinal side edges (23) of said main body portion (21) and said 
foldline (25), preferably including said foldline (25) itself, is severed from said disposable 
absorbent article (20). 

6) Disposable absorbent article (20) according to any of the preceding claims 
characterised in that said attachment is provided by an adhesive means or welding of 
contacting materials. 
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